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WILDLIFE LENSMAN ON SECRETS OF STUNNING SHOTS

Where the wild things are
Taken in Dinokeng, South Africa, in 2014. The lion leaps over a muddy stream after David placed the camera in the water in the hope  
that the beast would jump over it. Seconds after the picture was taken, the lion mauled his camera but he was able to rescue the footageLION KING

now takes his photographs in the 
heat and dust of Africa, capturing 
beautiful images of the animal 
kingdom’s biggest stars.

From lions and tigers to snow 
monkeys and elephants, David,  
from Kilmacolm, Renfrewshire, 
has captured some of the world’s 
most iconic creatures.

David, whose spectacular black 

As he stood shivering in 
the pouring rain snapping 
shots of his beloved  
Morton, 15-year-old David 
Yarrow never dreamed he 
would become one of the 
world’s leading wildlife 
photographers.

Three decades on and thousands 
of  m i le s  f rom t hose ch i l ly  
Cappielow terraces, the dad of two 

and white wildlife photographs 
fetch up to £50,000 at auction,  
reckons camping out in the  
Kenyan wilderness is a little more 
exciting than pie and Bovril days 
at the football.

He said: “I’ve had a camera for as 
long as I can remember. I started 
out with a Kodak point and click, 
which I would take to football 
matches in an attempt to capture 

my favourite players. I knew  
photography was going to play a 
big part in my life the day I took 
pictures at a Scotland v Australia 
rugby match at Murrayfield.

“I was just 15. I remember being 
in the darkroom afterwards and 
enlarging an image of a Scotland 
player. It gave me a real thrill. It was 
as if someone was letting me know 

Heather Greenaway ■
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that I was destined to become a  
photographer. When I was 20 and  
studying accountancy at Edinburgh 
University, I was named Young Scottish 
Photographer of the Year.

“I covered the World Cup for The Times 
newspaper and my image of Diego  
Maradona holding the trophy aloft was 
syndicated across the world. I loved every 
minute of being behind the camera.

“However, after graduating, I put down 
my professional lens and concentrated 
on a financial career, which kept me busy 
for the next 20 years, but I still snapped 
away when I could.”

David spent eight years working as a 
stockbroker in London and New York 
and in 1995 set up a hedge fund, Clareville 
Capital, which boasted Formula One’s 
Eddie Jordan as a board member.

The multi-millionaire, who is the  
official photographer for conservation 
charity The Tusk Trust – whose patron 

is Prince William 
–  r e t u r ne d  t o  
photography in 
2 0 0 4 a f t er  h i s  
marriage broke 
down.

He said: “When 
some people get 
divorced, they go 
o n  a  m a s s i v e 
bender.

“ I n s t e a d  o f 
drink, I turned to 
the lens and took 
myself off to places 
l i ke Green land 
with my cameras.

“It was a real 
turning point, as  
I  f o u n d  n o t  

on l y  s o l a c e  a nd a  c a l m ne s s ,  I  
rediscovered my desire to be a full-time 
photographer.

“ I jugg led the hedge f und and  
photography for a few years but I’ve left 
the finance behind and am enjoying 
travelling all over the world taking  
pictures of endangered species. It’s a 
great life.”

David, who once dated actress Liz 
Hurley, says he was bitten by the wildlife 
bug after capturing a shark attacking a 
seal off Cape Town six years ago.

He said: “I was lying in the water  
pointing my camera at where I thought 
the shark might strike. It took four or 
f ive days but when it came, it was  
spectacular. It still remains one of my 
favourite images.

“My love of wildlife photography grew 
from that day.

“Capt u r i ng somet h i ng tot a l ly  
unique has been my goal since then and 
technology is allowing the images to get 
more and more spectacular.”

To achieve his close-range shots, David 
mostly uses remotely operated cameras 
enclosed in protective steel containers, 
which he controls from 45 to 70m away 
while standing next to the open door of 
a jeep – just in case.

The containers are scented specifically 
to attract whatever species he’s trying 
to photograph.

David, who is dad to Jade, 15, and  
Cameron, 12, said: “There’s an awful lot 
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talented  David is 
former financial whizz

Shot in Yirol, South Sudan in 2015, in this amazing image the Dinka tribe tend to their cattle surrounded by the mists of the plains. This is one of David’s favourite imagesMANkIND

Captured on camera in Dinokeng, South Africa in 2015, this lioness coming  
towards the camera at sunset. It is one of David’s most popular images 

GLADIATOR
Pictured in Japan’s Jigokudani National Park in 2013, this snow monkey looks decidedly unimpressed. 
The image is popular with women, who say it reminds them of their grumpy boyfriends and husbands

GRuMPy MONkEy
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of guesswork involved as you have to 
predict what direction to point your 
camera in.

“Luckily lions are like we are when we 
commute to work, travelling daily along 
the same paths, so you have some idea 
when and where they will appear. With 
other animals it is not so easy.”

It took David, whose family are  
members of the Yarrow shipbuilding 
dynasty, four mornings to get his  
best-selling image – a 2013 shot of a  
lioness strutting toward the camera at  
sunrise in Kenya’s Amboseli National 
Park, entitled The Prize.

In that instance, he doused the steel 
case holding his Nikon camera with Old 
Spice aftershave, the scent worn by local 
Masai warriors. The animal was so taken 
with the scented box that she took off 
with it in her mouth.

A nother of h is  
l ion shots, cal led  
Gla d iator,  i s  on  
display on a bil l-
board in New York’s 
Times Square.

He said: “I am a big 
fan of the mov ie 
G l a d i a t o r  a n d 
wanted to capture a 
lioness coming out 
of the g rass l ike  
Russell Crowe did in 
the opening of the 
film.

“The image is one 
of my biggest sellers 
and was chosen by 
the charity Tusk for 
a billboard in Times 

Square to promote conser vation,  
following the killing of Cecil the lion 
earlier this year.

“The slaying of that lion was both  
medieval and barbaric and I’m hoping 
the practice of canned hunting – where 
animals are hemmed into one area to be 
killed – will soon be banned.

“But it will take a change in the law 
and for that to happen, you need lots  
of money.”

David is proud to be associated with 
Tusk and 10 per cent of his sales go to the 
trust. Since November 2013, he has 
 contributed more than £65,000 to the 
charity.

He said: “Working with the charity 
and Prince William, who became their 
patron in 2005, has been a pleasure.

“The charity fund conservation 
projects, community development and  
environmental education programmes 
across Africa.

“ The Du ke of Cambridge is as  
passionate about conservation as I am 
about photography. He is a really normal 
and down-to-earth guy.”

David has just finished exhibiting his 
work in Amsterdam and is getting ready 
for shows in Zurich and New York.

He added: “I have two passions in life 
my children and my photography. It’s 
nice to make people smile with photos. 
In finance, I was usually making people 
miserable, so it is a nice change.”

Lions are 
like us, 
travelling 
daily on 
the same 
paths. 
With other 
animals it 
is not so 
easy

Shot in Yirol, South Sudan in 2015, in this amazing image the Dinka tribe tend to their cattle surrounded by the mists of the plains. This is one of David’s favourite images

Taken just a few days ago in Kenya, this stunning image shows 
 the protectiveness of the matriarchal elephant towards her herd

CIRCLE Of LIfE
Captured on camera in Dinokeng, South Africa in 2015, this lioness coming  
towards the camera at sunset. It is one of David’s most popular images 

GLADIATOR


